
Chapter 25. Why Use Theoretical Physics to Explain the Concept of Nonduality?

Q: Why use terminology like “non-commutative geometry” if you are communicating to
everyday people? My guess is that you lose most of the people you are trying to communicate to
when they encounter such an abstruse and uncommon term. Especially if you are trying to
explain something basic like “Three Levels of Reality” simple English is far more useful to get
across what you mean. Of course, that means sacrificing terminology understood only by the
most erudite, unless your motive is to show off rather than to be understood.

A: Good point. Here's my answer. The concept of nonduality was fully developed by Shankara
centuries ago, before the science of physics was even invented. Shankara's concept of nonduality
was based on his own experience and the ancient wisdom of the Vedas, which have been around
for millennia. Inherent in the concept of nonduality is the concept of three levels of reality, which
in the language of the Vedas Shankara called Brahman, Atman and an Avatar. In the language of
Christianity, Brahman is God the Father, Atman is the Spirit of God and an Avatar of God is a
person in the world, which is like a character in a virtual reality game, which Christianity calls
the Son of God. If you understand that a person in the world is like an avatar in a virtual reality
game, then you understand what Shankara meant when he described the world as an illusion.

In recent years, Nisargadatta Maharaj has given an exquisitely detailed description of this state of
affairs. The most detailed description can be found in the spiritual classic I Am That, which has
been read by millions of people. Nisargadatta described the perceivable world as no more real
than the animated images of a movie projected from a movie screen to the central point of view
of an observer, and identified the person in the world as the central character of the movie, the
observer as Atman and the empty space within which both the central point of view of the
observer and the movie screen arise as the nature of Brahman. Like Shankara, Nisargadatta states
that only Brahman is truly real. Atman is only the connection between the reality of Brahman
and the unreality of a person in the world, which is no more real than the animated and projected
images of a movie. The connection between the perceivable world and the ultimate reality of
Brahman that creates that world is the perceiver of that world, which is Atman. Perception is the
connection in all subject-object relations that define the duality of self and other. Nisargadatta
says that Atman is the doorway through which you pass when you become enlightened, which
Zen calls the gateless gate and William Blake calls the doors of perception. Nisargadatta also
describes that the movie of the perceivable world only arises because of the motion of Atman,
which is the energy that animates the movie. This is the concept in physics of an observer in an
accelerated frame of reference. The accelerating observer is a moving point of perceiving
consciousness. In the language of physics, the movie screen is an event horizon that arises in the
observer's accelerated frame of reference. Nisargadatta also describes that images of the movie
only arise because the light of consciousness is projecting the images of the movie from the
movie screen to the observer's central point of view. Both the observer's animating motion and
the projecting light of consciousness arise with the observer's focus of attention on the movie.



Accelerating Observer's Event Horizon

The Observer's Holographic Screen

All of this is described in I Am That in exquisite detail. Nisargadatta is revered as a saint, and yet
just about everything he had to say about the nature of the perceivable world has been grossly
misinterpreted by the same people who revere him as a saint. Nisargadatta became so disgusted
by the tendency of people to misinterpret what he was saying that he stopped giving detailed
explanations later in life, and only would talk in absolute terms about reality as Absolute
Nothingness. The problem is, it's hard to make the connection between Absolute Nothingness
and the virtual reality world we appear to live in without the detailed explanations that explain



how Absolute Nothingness creates a virtual reality world. This is again where theoretical physics
is helpful. If we're going to understand the world as a computer-generated virtual reality, then we
have to understand how the computer is created. An accelerating observer explains how the
computer screen is created in the sense of an event horizon that arises in the observer's
accelerated frame of reference, but that's not enough to create a computer. We also have to
understand how the computer encodes bits of information. Theoretical physics explains the
encoding of information in terms of qubits of information. If you don't want to hear an
explanation in terms of non-commutative geometry, then it can be explained in terms of matrices.
We really do live in the Matrix because information is encoded in terms of matrices. An SU(2)
matrix gives a mathematical representation of rotational symmetry on the surface of a sphere, but
the eigenvalues of the matrix also encode information in a binary code, like a spin ½ variable
that can only point up or down like a computer switch that's either on or off. An nxn SU(2)
matrix encodes n bits of information on the surface of a sphere in a rotationally invariant way,
which in quantum theory is understood as the nature of quantum entanglement. Quantum
entanglement only arises because entangled bits of information arise from the eigenvalues of a
matrix. Entangled quantized bits of information are called qubits. This geometric mechanism
explains how an observer's event horizon becomes a holographic screen. This explains how a
quantum computer is created that gives rise to a computer-generated virtual reality.

Qubit as the Information Encoded on a Planck Size Event Horizon



Holographic Principle

Near the end of his life, Nisargadatta expressed his final wish that the concept of nonduality be
translated into scientific concepts. That's why we have an organization called SAND.
Nisargadatta expressed this wish because he was fed-up with people misinterpreting what he was
saying about nonduality. He had the idea that if the concept of nonduality was translated into
rigorous scientific concepts, people wouldn't be able to misinterpret him anymore. There are no
more rigorous scientific concepts than mathematical concepts. That's why I'm using the concept
of non-commutative geometry and matrices to explain how the quantum computer encodes
qubits of information. This is a necessary concept in understanding how a computer-generated
virtual reality is created. This allows us to understand how the Matrix is created. It all has to
begin with an observer in its own accelerated frame of reference that gives rise to an event
horizon that acts as a holographic screen when qubits of information are encoded on the screen.
Theoretical physics gives a perfectly good scientific explanation for how this happens, which is
not open to misinterpretation as long as you remain consistent with the logic of the mathematics.
Theoretical physics is a way to eliminate the misinterpretation.

I'm not trying to show off or demonstrate how smart I am when I use scientific concepts. I'm
only eliminating the misinterpretation created by the self-concept when I use abstract scientific
concepts. I'll use any concept I need to use to eliminate the confusion and misinterpretation.
When you're on a journey of awakening, you must become willing to use concepts in this
self-destructive way. You have to use concepts to destroy other concepts. Your ultimate goal is to
destroy the self-concept. The journey of awakening is a search and destroy mission. Any concept
that helps you destroy the self-concept is fair game, even the most abstract concepts of modern
theoretical physics. Concepts are your only weapons in your search and destroy mission. That's
how you destroy the confusion and misinterpretation created by the self-concept.



Why is there so much misinterpretation of what Shankara and Nisargadatta had to say about the
nature of nonduality? The answer of course is the ego. The process of becoming enlightened is a
self-destructive process of destroying your own ego, and the ego does not want to be destroyed.
The ego wants to be stroked and feel important. The ego wants to be flattered. The ego wants
people to pay attention to its importance. As long as you want to stroke your ego and make it feel
important, you cannot awaken to the truth of what you really are. As long as the ego is in charge
of your life, you cannot awaken to your own truth. You can only awaken if you destroy your ego,
which demonstrates the absolute unimportance of the ego. People are inclined to misinterpret the
concept of nonduality because they don't want to destroy their own ego. That's where all the
resistance comes from. Nisargadatta wanted to take the ego out of nonduality by making the
concept a purely abstract scientific concept that intrinsically has no ego. Pure mathematics has
no ego. If you want to awaken, that's the direction in which you have to travel. You have to
eliminate the ego from your journey. The journey of awakening is really nothing more than a
self-destructive process of destroying your own ego.

At the end of the Matrix trilogy, Neo sacrifices his Self in order to bring the war to an end.
Self-sacrifice literally means to make the Self sacred. That's how you become the One. You only
become the One when your Self is destroyed. The journey of awakening is a war you fight with
your Self to destroy your Self. The Matrix used the metaphor of positive and negative energies
annihilating back into the nothingness of empty space, like a virtual particle-antiparticle pair that
annihilates back into the vacuum state. Agent Smith represented the negative energies of Neo's
alter-ego, which annihilated with the positive energies of Neo's ego when Neo sacrificed his Self.
That's how he became the One. That's what you're really doing when you awaken. You're
destroying the emotional energy of your own ego. You have to destroy both the positive and
negative aspects of that emotional energy. The ego is only destroyed when you truly become
desireless. That's when you become motionless and pass through the gateless gate. In the
language of modern theoretical physics, that's when you enter into an ultimate freely falling
frame of reference and fall into the void. That's when you no longer have a holographic screen.
That's when your world disappears from existence from your own point of view. That's when
your individual being dissolves back in the undivided being of the void like a drop of water that
dissolves back into the ocean. That's when you stop being a Self.

I really don't care if other people understand what I'm saying here or not. I'm following the
advice of the Bhagavad-Gita when it says Act but do not be attached to the fruits of your actions.
I'm only saying things in the most truthful way I know how to say them. I'm only fulfilling the
final wish of Nisargadatta, which is to translate the concept of nonduality into scientific
concepts. I'm using the most abstract mathematical concepts of theoretical physics currently
available to eliminate all possibility of misinterpretation. If people want to do the work that's
necessary to understand these concepts, that's great. It's yours if you want it. A good example is
Amanda Gefter. She had no background in physics, and yet she was able to figure it all out for
herself and explain it in her book Trespassing on Einstein's Lawn because she did the work. Her



understanding of physics is far deeper than the vast majority of people who work professionally
in theoretical physics. She was able to do this because she took her ego out of the equation. If
people want to ignore these concepts because they're too hard to understand and don't want to do
the work, that's fine too. I'm only putting these concepts out there for public consumption, and
people can do whatever they want to do with them. If people want to continue to misunderstand
the concept of nonduality in order to stroke their own ego and make the ego feel important, by all
means, continue doing whatever you're doing. If you want to understand things at a deeper level,
the scientific knowledge is available, but it's up to you to do the work and decide to use it. Of
course, you really don't need the scientific knowledge to become enlightened. You only have to
become willing to destroy your own ego. That's what Nisargadatta did.


