
Chapter 4. Damasio's Error

People believe that their brain is the source of their consciousness, but this is only a false belief
that arises from their perception of emotional body feelings. The brain is part of the body of a
person, and like the brain, the body of a person is a form of information that appears in the world
the Self perceives. Is the person an observer? At the level of information and energy, the answer
is no. If the form of a person is like an image displayed on a mental screen, then the observer is
always outside that mental screen as mental images are projected from the screen to the point of
view of the observer. The image of a person, which can be reduced to a form of information
encoded on the screen and which is animated in the flow of energy, must be displayed on the
mental screen. The point of view of the observer is always outside the screen.

Just as the brain cannot perceive anything, organs of sensory perception inside a body cannot
perceive anything. Organs of sensory perception inside a body can only transmit information
about what is being perceived, just as the brain can only process information. That information is
transmitted and processed in the flow of energy that animates the body and the brain.

Confusion about this state of affairs arises because the organs of sensory perception inside the
body transmit both internal and external states of information. Some perceptions are internal
perceptions, like emotional body feelings, and some are external perceptions like external
sensory perceptions. Internal and external only refer to the boundary of the body. Emotional
body feelings are internal to the boundary of the body, while external sensory perceptions are
external to the boundary of the body, but all of these perceptions are perceived by an observer.

The perceiving consciousness of the observer can never be reduced to a state of information or
energy it perceives, since the point of view of the observer is always outside the mental screen
that displays all these mental images. Why then does the observer believe that it is a person that
appears in the world it perceives? If the form of a person is only another mental image displayed
on the screen that the observer perceives, then why does the observer take itself to be a person?

The answer has to do with the nature of internal perceptions, like emotional body feelings that
are perceived internal to the boundary of the body. When the observer perceives internal body
feelings, the observer feels emotionally self-limited to the emotionally animated form of its body
and takes itself to be an embodied person. That feeling of emotional self-limitation to the
emotionally animated form of a body leads the observer to identify itself with the embodied form
of a person that appears in the world the observer perceives. It is as though the person in the
world is the perceiver of that world as the observer identifies itself with the form of an embodied
person. The perception of internal emotional body feelings makes the observer feel self-limited
to the form of the body and emotionally identify itself with the embodied form of a person.

This emotional self-identification of the observer with the form of a body always creates a sense
of separation. The objects of sensory perception that appear external to the boundary of the body
are taken to be separate from the body as the observer identifies itself with the personal form of



the body. This sense of separation in terms of the boundary of the body creates a sense of self
and other. The observer identifies itself with the form of its body and sees all objects of sensory
perception appearing outside the boundary of its body as separate from its body and itself.

This sense of self and other is always created in a subject-object relation. The true nature of the
subject is the perceiving observer and its objects are whatever forms of information it perceives,
but when the observer emotionally identifies itself with the form of its body due to its perception
of emotional body feelings that make it feel self-limited to that embodied form, this normal
subject-object relation of perception becomes perverted as the observer takes itself to be that
embodied form and sees all the objects of sensory perception that appear external to the
boundary of its body as separate from itself. This perversion of the normal subject-object relation
of perception is the nature of personal self-identification. This perversion of perception arises
from personal bias in the focus of attention of the observer, which leads to the expression of
personally biased emotions that makes the observer feel self-limited to the emotionally animated
form of a person and identify itself with that personal form. The observer is the Self.

Neuroscience assumes that there is a computer inside the brain inside a person in the world that
gives rise to the expression of ego-functions that determine the behaviors of that person, but the
real quantum computer is defined on a holographic screen that defines the observer's holographic
world. That's where the person, the ego, and the observer's world are all really defined. The mind
is not defined inside the brain. It's exactly the other way around. The holographic appearance of a
brain or the body of a person is defined by the mind, and the mind is defined by a quantum
computer that arises at the boundary of a holographic world. Neuroscience assumes that the
mental screen of the mind-computer that displays the movie-in-the-mind is defined inside the
brain, but that assumption is an error. The mental screen is a holographic screen that defines the
observer's world. That's where the quantum computer that displays the movie of the observer's
holographic world is really defined. The world the Self perceives is always defined on a
holographic screen that arises at the boundary of that holographic world. All the information for
that holographic world is encoded on the screen. That's where the virtual reality world of the
Matrix is really defined. The Matrix is defined on a holographic screen. The Self is the presence
of perceiving consciousness at the central point of view of that holographic world. That's where
undifferentiated consciousness is focalized into a focal point of perceiving consciousness.


