
Ego is the Height of Ignorance

Many members of our society would like to deinstitutionalize science in a misguided
attempt to democratize science. They want to turn over the pursuit of science to the
hands of the mob. The mob is always led by some little Caesar or Hitler that turns the
mob into fascism. The Great Leader of the fascist mob is expressing the desire for
absolute power and control as a way to deny death. Fascism is really nothing more than
the desire for absolute control and power over others as a way to deny death. In that
context, science is whatever the Great Leader says science is. If the Great Leader says
that 1+1=3, then that's the absolute truth. In George Orwell's 1984, the fascist state
proclaims such absurities as War is Peace. If you disagree, you're an enemy of the
state and must be destroyed. The archetypal story is about someone who maintains
that 1+1=2 when the Great Leader proclaims 1+1=3. This person is brutally tortured for
their dissident beliefs until they relent. This story was made into a Star Trek episode if
you're into that kind of thing. This story just points out the problem with beliefs.

Beliefs really have nothing to do with logic, reason or scientific evidence based on
unbiased observations. Beliefs are purely emotional in nature, and emotions are all
about the survival of the body in a world where bodies must eventually die. Emotions
are what underlie the survival of the fittest body in Darwinian terms. When you identify
yourself with your body and express emotions in that kind of self-defensive way, you're
defending the survival of your body as though your existence depends upon it. That's
the kind of emotional energy that underlies all beliefs. The ego will believe whatever it
wants to believe because more than anything else, the ego wants to survive. Reason,
logic and scientific evidence are of no interest to the ego when its survival is at stake.

Emotionally energized beliefs are all about survival, and really have nothing to do with
science, logic or reason. Emotionally energized beliefs are what motivate a fascist mob
as led by the Great Leader, who exhibits a particularly nasty and malignant form of
narcissism called grandiosity. The Great Leader is all about making himself appear
great and all powerful by having absolute control over others, which is a way of denying
the fear of death. The fascist mob lives vicariously through their worship of the Great
Leader, which is called a cult of personality. In that kind of fascist mob rule, there is no
place for science. If 1+1=3 benefits the survival of the ego, then that's what you'll have
to believe. If you don't believe it, you're an enemy of the state and must be destroyed.

That's what our world is coming to: Ego run amok in the form of fascism. That's the
inevitable result when ego becomes its own God. Ironically, science works best when
encapsulated within a society that is still governed by spirituality. Science works best
when you render unto Caesar what is Caesar's and render unto God what is God's, and
don't mix them up. It seems that people have lost all interest in saving their souls from
the bondage of ignorance (self-identified with ego), and are only interested in defending



the survival of their ego as though their existence depends upon it. Everyone needs to
remind themselves of the Teilhard de Chardin quote: We are not human beings having a
spiritual experience; we are spiritual beings having a human experience.

The pursuit of science is never really an institutional enterprise. Science is always about
one individual spirit looking deeply into the nature of reality and discovering some
aspect of that reality. Science really has nothing to do with emotions or beliefs, which
only get in the way of doing science. If you really want to do science, you have to get
your emotions out of the way and look into the nature of reality, which is always there to
be discovered if you're really serious about looking deeply into it.

Many people say they want to know how this so-called reality is created and what it's all
about, but at the level of their ego, they really don't want to know. Most people don't
want to hear that their ego is only an illusion because that would threaten the survival of
their ego. You can only awaken to the truth of what you really are if you're willing to
destroy your own ego. The way to truth lies through the destruction of the false.

On a personal note, I've been amazed by what I've been able to discover about the
nature of reality at a scientific level by correlating what our most advanced scientific
understanding of the world (the holographic principle of quantum gravity) tells us about
the nature of the world with what our most advanced understanding of spirituality
(nonduality) tells us about the nature of spirituality. I find it ironic that almost no one else
seems to be interested in this kind of understanding, but I guess that's just the nature of
ego. Ego really isn't interested in this kind of understanding since this kind of knowledge
threatens its survival. Ego is only interested in defending its survival, and will believe
whatever emotionally energized irrational beliefs it has to believe in order to survive.

Final Note

Do I have an ego? Of course I do. As long as I'm alive and I'm living an embodied life in
this virtual reality world of ours, I have to have an ego, but I wear my ego loosely, like a
costume. That should be your goal. As long as you're alive, wear your costume of ego
loosely. See your ego as a character you play in the virtual reality world you perceive,
which Jed McKenna calls a costume party or an amusement park. When you see your
ego that way, you have no good reason to defend its survival as though your existence
depends on it. Don't become unaware that your ego is only a costume that you wear.


